










Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind participated 
in “Pet Friendly Day” at the Royal Bank 
branch at 4120 Standherd Drive in Ottawa on
March 13, 2010.  James St. John & his guide
dog Amigo posed with the Olympic Torch, along
with Jeff Bean (right), a freestyle skier who 
competed for Canada at the Olympics in 1998,
2002, and 2006. ◆
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CLIENT PROFILE – GLENN WILKIE
When asked to share a bit about losing his vision, Glenn Wilkie describes it in just one
word, “Hell”.  Then elaborating, Glenn says “I don’t think anyone wants to lose their
sight. You couldn’t do the things you once were able to, whether your job, working
around the house and even trying to play catch outside with your kids.  Every few
months you seem to find something else you couldn’t do that you once did.  Every
year you could tick off a list of things that you couldn’t do anymore and I found that
extremely frustrating.  Giving up driving was a tough one and I became angry and 
bitter which is hard on you and your family.  Until you get to the point of acceptance,
life can become miserable.”

“The sooner you begin to accept your disability the better.  I really disliked using the
white cane outside and found that it didn’t give me the freedom that I wanted.  I found
that it would catch on every little lump and bump on the ground.  After a period of
using the cane and struggling with it, I started reading up on guide dogs and talking
to people and decided this had to be my next step, even though it was years before
when my immediate family was telling me to apply for a guide dog.  But at that time
they were ready for me to have one, but I wasn’t ready.”

Glenn says the time training with his dog was “Awesome”.  Referring to when he first
started training, Glenn says, “I didn’t really know what to expect other than I was
going to do what ever it took to get on with my life in a more positive fashion rather
than being dragged down into a pit of despair, frustration and depression because I 
didn’t like it there.”

“My guide dog gives me mobility and freedom.  He’s my partner from morning till
night.  He is always ready to go at my request (when I want to go).  We try to get
out everyday.  Some days are shorter walks than others, depending on what my 

schedule is around home.  In the nicer weather I will walk downtown to pay bills
instead of paying them online.  We go to doctors & dental appointments.  I used to
get my wife to pick stuff up for me at stores before getting my guide dog, but now I
pretty much always go with her, with Jackson my guide dog.”

“Before having a guide dog it was almost depressing and everything revolved around
my sight loss and mobility, everything from getting exercise, to going to a store, to a
function of any kind, or just being part of life.  Whenever I did go out I was always
stressed out worrying about what was going to happen next.  What was I going to run
into, fall over, was I going to hurt someone by knocking them down, etc.?  Now I will
pretty much go anywhere, no stress or high anxiety, day or night, not a problem.  
On occasion we do get ourselves into a snag, but not anything like the problems I 
had before getting my guide dog.”

Since I was given Jackson, we’ve only ever been apart from one another for a matter
of a few hours at a time which can be counted on one hand, and he has never been
left alone.  He is not only a guide dog, but a buddy, and a friend. 

When asked what it meant to him to receive a guide dog, Glenn uses words like 
excited, scary, nervous and happy and says, “Roll them all into one”.  His original
thoughts were, “Pretty much the same when making a big decision in life: Did I make
the right one; Will this all work out for the best; What problems am I going to
encounter?  All has worked out for the best in the end and I am extremely happy with
my decision to apply for and receive a guide dog.  I have nothing but good things to
say about the facility or the staff at Canadian Guide Dogs.  The service they provide to
the visually impaired is priceless and that includes everyone, not just the trainers but
everyone involved, because it takes everyone to complete the entire process.” ◆

THE GUIDER PROJECT
Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind’s “Guider Project” continues to be
a successful fundraising program.  Our plastic collection dogs are located
in nearly 600 community minded businesses across Canada.

BUSINESSES – WE NEED YOUR HELP

We are seeking stores & businesses that would display a collection dog
for our organization.  We provide you with an annual Certificate of
Appreciation informing you of how much your collection dog has
raised.  This program is managed by volunteers, so you do nothing but
display the unit.  We do the rest.

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED

Existing volunteers or potential new volunteers can work with us in 
trying to find new locations to place collection dogs in your community.
We also require volunteers to empty funds regularly.  This program is
open to volunteers anywhere in Canada.  Our most urgent requirement
currently is in the following areas:

VOLUNTEERS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED IN ALL AREAS OF
THE LOWER MAINLAND OF BRITISH COLUMBIA ◆
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SNIFF THE DOG MOVIE
Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind partnered with California filmmakers Barry Stone and Kim Webster in
December to present their film “Sniff the Dog Movie” at premiere screenings in Ottawa & Toronto.  “Sniff”,
which stars Amanda Plummer, follows two British concierges of a high-end San Francisco dog hotel as they
collaborate on a documentary about dogs.  The trouble is they have very different plans and, through their
experiences, the movie shows in detail the lives of dogs both at work and at play.  The working dogs of the
movie include Mikey, a yellow Labrador retriever who is a trained guide dog, and Gabby, a black Labrador
retriever who is a professional search and rescue Dog.  It’s a documentary wrapped in a fictional comedic
story.  The film was produced with the assistance of Guide Dogs for the Blind Inc. in California.

Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind is selling DVD copies of the movie through our National Training Centre.
Cost is $21.99, taxes included, in Ontario.  Non-Ontario residents pay $20.43.  
Order by calling (613) 692-7777.  ◆

CGDB ASSISTANCE DOGS DIVISION
As of January 1, 2010, Canadian Guide Dogs
for the Blind is pleased to announce the
launch of the Canadian Guide Dogs for the
Blind Assistance Dogs Division.

Jane Thornton, Co-Founder and Chief Operating
Officer of Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind
says, “We are excited to launch our Assistance
Dogs Division.  After twenty-five years of success

in the guide dog industry, we are looking forward to the opportunity to assist new
clients with mobility related disabilities through our new Assistance Dogs Division”.

Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind trains Assistance Dogs for those affected with a
mobility related disability.  Our Assistance Dogs Division provides domiciliary training
within a 200-km radius of Ottawa, Ontario. (Within Canada)

As with Guide Dogs, Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind provides Assistance Dogs free
of charge to accepted applicants.  There is a nominal $1 fee when an applicant
receives a dog.

What can an Assistance Dog do?
Some of the tasks an Assistance Dog can be trained to do are: picking up items acci-
dentally dropped (such as keys, coins, bank cards, wallet, pens, papers, etc.); retrieve
specific items by name (phone, leash, shoes, etc.); retrieve out of reach items with the
aid of a laser pointer; retrieve items from another person and bring to the handler, and
vice-versa; assist with pulling off socks, zippers & sleeves; opening & closing doors &
drawers; turning lowered light switches on & off; triggering the automatic access button
on doors; triggering a house alarm and barking for help if the handler needs .

May I apply for an Assistance Dog from Canadian Guide
Dogs for the Blind?
Before you apply for an Assistance Dog from Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind you
must meet the following criteria:
• Applicants must live in the National Capital Area or within a 200-km radius of

Ottawa (within Canada)
• You must be a Canadian citizen
• You must be medically diagnosed with a mobility-related disability
• You must in some way be able to benefit from the use of an Assistance Dog

Please note that Puppy Walkers are required, in the Ottawa area only.  You must 
be willing to foster the pup and attend weekly training sessions.  Contact us for more
information at (613) 692-7777. ◆
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In the weeks that followed, the Carriers would enjoy a ‘Royal Chat’ and those very
same ‘pensioners’, Walker & Kyle, would be seen on CHEK-TV receiving a few “royal
pats” from Prince Charles & Camilla.  Pawli Model would be profiled in The Times-
Colonist Newspaper for an article promoting the need for puppy walkers and foster
families. (As of this writing, 2 new Guide Dogs in Training have been placed – and by
the time you read this, hopefully a few more!)

With such great energy and enthusi-
asm surrounding all things ‘Guide
Dogs’...how could we not have
another event?  The date is set for
Sunday, September 26, 2010!
Woof! Woof!  (Doggie-speak for:
C’ya then!) ◆
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GO FOR GUIDE DOGS – VICTORIA, B.C.
By Brian Adam, CGDB Volunteer

Glorious sunshine greeted all who joined in the fun of Victoria’s annual ‘Go for Guide
Dogs’ Walk & Family Fun Day!  Believe it or not, we even attracted two horses & 
riders, who came to have their picture taken with local mascots: ‘Seamore’ from 
The Victoria Seals Baseball Club, and Marty the Marmot of the ECHL’s Salmon 
Kings Hockey Team.

We were pleased to welcome Dog Walkers of Victoria, along with Cougar’s Crag
Extreme B&B, Victoria Disability Resource Centre, and Sandy’s team from Pacific
Mobile Veterinary Clinic.  The 5-kilometre walk was followed by a very entertaining
Scallywaggs Agility Demo, and a delicious Kili's Pizzeria Lunch, at which time CGDB
Puppy Walking Coordinator Carl McIntosh announced an amazing total of $5,053.38
had been raised!

“What a wonderful turn out for the Go for Guide Dogs walk.  The generosity from the
people in Victoria is amazing.  Special thanks to all of our CGDB Island Volunteers, and
to Rogers Radio stations The Ocean & Jack-fm, for their incredible support – both 
on-air and on-site!  Without you, as well as our many sponsors including: Thrifty Foods,
Want a Cookie? and Super 8 Victoria Airport, this walk would not be the great success
that it is.”

Carl McIntosh, CGDB Puppy Walking Coordinator

Top pledge-getters again this year were Martin & Pawli Model – and as it turns out, 
it was just the beginning of some very PAW-sitive press!  ‘Victoria News’ did a 
fabulous Photo Spread, as did “SNAP! Victoria”.  Their November Edition featured 
both Trudie & Tiffany Carrier, with their retired guide dogs Walker & Kyle, and Donna
Adam with career-change dog Waldon.

Photos – Collage of
Victoria Walk Photos
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CGDB
PARTICIPATES IN
CHRISTMAS
PARADES
Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind participated in three
Santa Claus Parades in 2009 in the Ottawa area:
Barrhaven; Orleans; and Manotick.  Thanks to our volun-
teers who attended with their pups and represented us
well.  Pictured here are participants who walked with us
in Manotick. ◆

Special thanks to the following
businesses that have donated
goods or services to Canadian

Guide Dogs for the Blind:

AIR CANADA CARGO
transporting dogs and pups

ART NEWMAN
use of training hall

BAYER HEALTHCARE
veterinary supplies

BOEHRINGER INGELHEIM (CANADA) LTD.
veterinary supplies

NESTLE PURINA PETCARE INC.
food for dogs and pups in training

◆

Sunday, May 30, 2010
Go For Guide Dogs Fundraising Walk
Andrew Haydon Park
3169 Carling Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario

Fri. June 11 – Sun. June 13, 2010
“…Of Brush & Clay” Art Show
1584 Sobeau Court
Kars, Ontario

Wednesday, June 30, 2010
Meet the Guide Dogs Open House
Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind
4120 Rideau Valley Drive North
Manotick, Ontario

Saturday, July 31, 2010
UK Day Garden Party & Tea
Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind
4120 Rideau Valley Drive North
Manotick, Ontario

Saturday, August 28, 2010
Meet the Guide Dogs Open House
Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind
4120 Rideau Valley Drive North
Manotick, Ontario

Sunday, September 12, 2010
Charity Motorcycle Ride
Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind
4120 Rideau Valley Drive North
Manotick, Ontario

Monday, September 13, 2010
Canadian Guide Dogs Golf Tournament
Carleton Golf & Yacht Club
6627 Marina Drive
Manotick, Ontario

Sunday, September 26, 2010
Go For Guide Dogs Fundraising Walk
Beaver Lake Regional Park
Victoria (Saanich), 
British Columbia ◆
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CGDB GOLF TOURNAMENT

A DONATION MAKES A PERFECT GIFT
You can make a donation to Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind as a gift to someone in your
life.  We’ll send an acknowledgement to the gift recipient in a timely manner to arrive for his
or her special day or we can provide the card to you so that you may present it personally.

Tax receipts are issued for donations of $10 or more.

Gift donations to Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind are perfect for: Birthdays; Bar Mitzvah / Bat Mitzvah; Valentine’s
Day; Easter; Mother’s Day; Father’s Day; Thanksgiving; Hanukkah; Christmas, or any other occasion.

You can donate online at www.guidedogs.ca, or phone us at (613) 692-7777. ◆

Our annual Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind Golf Tournament on September 14, 2009
proved to be another success, raising $31,000 towards the training of guide dogs.  

For the first time, the tournament was held at the Carleton Golf & Yacht Club in
Manotick, Ontario.  Host to the 1998 and 2002 CPGA Senior’s Championships,
Carleton offers excellent shot-value and hones every element of your game.  With
water on 10 holes, devilishly well-placed bunkers, and tempting twists and turns, you
quickly become familiar with the term “risk and reward”.  Carleton Golf & Yacht Club
is tucked in a scenic setting on an islet of the Rideau River.

We had two teams tie at 61, 12-under-par, although one team was chosen as winner
by retrogression.  Finishing in second place was the team of Richard Carey, Don
Carrieres, Ken Desroches and Tom Quinn.  Our winning team consisted of Jim Cooper,
Larry Henderson, Bob Mimeault and J.P. Suys.  

Thank you to our major sponsors: John A Kenny of RBC Dominion Securities; and the
RBC Foundation; as well as our silver sponsor; Lee Fournier of BMO Nesbitt Burns.  We
appreciate the contribution of all of our sign sponsors, plus our donors of gifts for prizes
and our auction.  We were pleased to be joined by Steve Gregory from 93.9 BOB-FM
in Ottawa as our guest Master of Ceremonies.

This tournament wouldn’t be possible without the players.  There are many tourna-
ments to choose from and we appreciate your choice to play in ours.

We look forward to this year’s tournament on September 13, 2010, and invite you to
sign up to play as early as possible.  Your entry form is included in this edition of 
Side by Side.

Pictured is the winning team with Jane Thornton, 
Chief Operating Officer and Co-Founder of 
Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind (left). ◆

BELL CANADA EMPLOYEE
GIVING PROGRAM
Bell Canada recognizes their active and retired employees and the charities they 
volunteer for through their Employee Giving Program.  Each Bell Canada employee
may submit volunteer hours they perform and with minimum amounts may apply
for a grant for their chosen charity.  We thank Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind
volunteer Dave Gilbert of Brantford, Ontario.  Dave applied to Bell Canada and
received a grant from the company to be presented to Canadian Guide Dogs for the
Blind.  Dave (left) presented the cheque to Shona Kemp (right), Canadian Guide
Dogs for the Blind’s Puppy Walking Coordinator. ◆
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DONATE A DOG
BED TO CGDB
Kuranda’s “Donate A Bed“ Program enables individuals
to donate dog beds to Canadian Guide Dogs for the
Blind at discounted prices. 

The donation will be sent directly to Canadian Guide
Dogs for the Blind. Your donation is 30% to 35% off of
regular retail prices. 

Thank you for your consideration in supporting Canadian
Guide Dogs for the Blind through the “Donate A Bed”
Program.

Here’s how to help:
1) Go to www.kuranda.com

2) Click on the header “Donate A Bed”

3) Select “Ontario”

4) Select “Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind”

5) Proceed with product selection and payment  ◆

Our people...

MARJORIE FULTON 
Marjorie Fulton, a CGDB client, passed away on November 15, 2009. Among her employers were the Canadian
Human Rights Commission and Human Resources Development Canada before she retired in 1996.  In 1999,
Marjorie was honoured by the City of Ottawa for her work on access for the disabled.  Marjorie was a shining
example to her family and friends of courage, determination, loyalty and love of life.

LORRAINE INCH 
Lorraine Inch served as a volunteer for Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind for ten years.  Lorraine passed away
in March 2010.  Lorraine was a regular face at Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind assisting in our volunteer
“Stamp Group”.  She also assisted with the collection dog program, and also boarded dogs for CGDB.  Lorraine
was always fond of the young pups and was quick to pull out cute photos of all the puppies she boarded.
Lorraine will be greatly missed by all.  Our condolences to Murray and family.

DONALD MACLAREN 
Donald Maclaren passed away on September 29, 2009 in his 90th year.  Don was Chairperson of the 
Building Committee for the National Training Centre of Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind, which opened on
August 13, 1988.  Don was an engineer and was particularly interested in the planning and development of
the kennel building at CGDB.  He was a long-time supporter of Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind from its found-
ing until the day he passed away.  Don is survived by Joy, his wife of 62 years. 

Our dogs...

CRESTON – Creston, 1997-2009.  Our beautiful chocolate Lab came to us as a five-month old puppy.  We
were his second foster family.  Creston wouldn’t learn to mind his own business, especially a blowing leaf or
feather, so we adopted him as a career change dog.  We had 12 wonderful years with Creston.  He went pretty
much everywhere we did.  He was a really good dog and he’ll be missed very much.  Chuck & Marion Ross

DANFORD – Danford, 1996 - 2009, a faithful guide dog for John Hanna until John’s death in 2005.  Danford
enjoyed a long, happy & healthy retirement with his original puppy walking family in Richmond, British
Columbia.  His gentle soul will be greatly missed.  We love you.  The Evans Family

JASPER – Jasper, 1996 - 2009.  For eight and a half years, we explored golden autumn mornings, searing
summer afternoons.  We walked March streets alive with the sound of snow melt, and wandered in winter
winds.You opened and returned the world to me through your eyes, dedication, and love.  Thank you, Jasper.
You were a good boy.  You will be loved and missed forever.  Bob Berrigan

WILLOW – Willow was puppy walked by The Vasko Family.  Although she didn’t make it as a guide dog, her
career change allowed her to remain with the Vaskos, and this beautiful black Labrador retriever become the
perfect pet dog.  Willow passed away in March 2010 at the age of ten and a half.  She will be greatly missed
by her loving family.  Donna & Mel Vasko ◆

We’ll never forget
Obituaries and Guide Dog Memorial Tributes can be submitted to Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind, 
Side by Side Editor, PO Box 280, Manotick, Ontario, K4M 1A3 or email cgdb@sympatico.ca
Please limit to 25 words or fewer.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
ATTEND OUR ACTIVITIES & EVENTS  Throughout
the year, Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind hosts
various activities & events that you can attend.
Play in our annual Golf Tournament, attend our
Garden Party & Tea, or raise pledges and join us
in our Fundraising Walk.  Our events are listed on
our website www.guidedogs.ca or have a look at
our list in this newsletter.

DISPLAY A COLLECTION DOG  We are always
seeking businesses that will display our collection
dogs.  This program is active in all areas of Canada.
If your store or business is a high-traffic location,
and you have two square feet of floor space,
we’ll send you a collection dog to raise funds for
Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind. ◆
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GUIDE DOG FOUNDERS’
PATH & GARDEN
“This is such a unique idea”, is something we’ve heard quite a bit, referring to the
Guide Dog Founders’ Path & Garden.  You can purchase a brick along the path at our
National Training Centre in Manotick, Ontario.  Then, choose the engraving of 
your choice on the brick to commemorate a special pet or person in your life.  
Order forms are available on our website at
www.guidedogs.ca or call 613-692-7777 to
place an order.  Bricks are $65, taxes included.

BALENA PARK PATIO, OTTAWA

You can purchase a similar brick to be installed on the patio at Balena Park in Ottawa’s
Alta Vista area.  For more information on this project you may contact the Riverview
Park Community Association at 613-523-4339. These bricks are also $65.  For an
order form for Balena Park email letterit@rogers.com.  ◆

Royal Canadian Legion Branch #118 in North Vancouver, British Columbia made
a recent donation to Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind.  Accepting on our behalf
was Joel, guide dog in training, who reviewed the cheque with great interest.  Joel
was joined by his puppy walker, June Booth (centre). ◆
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CHRISTMAS CARDS
The inscription reads:

Season’s Greetings
Meilleurs voeux

Cost Is $10.00* 
taxes included
for a package 
of 10 cards 
with envelopes. 
Available 
July 1, 2010. 

Order form included inside.

OUR
NEW

CARD!!!
OUR
NEW

CARD!!!

*non-Ontario residents pay $9.29 GST included


