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GRADUATE GUIDE DOGS
The following guide dogs have graduated since September 1, 2008:The following guide dogs have graduated since September 1, 2008:

Ajax, yellow lab, male * Amigo, yellow lab golden retriever cross, male * Aspen, yellow lab golden
retriever cross, male * Kirby, black lab, male * Vestor, yellow lab, male * Xfor, black lab, male *
Yula, yellow lab, female

CANADIAN GUIDE
DOGS FOR THE
BLIND GOLF
TOURNAMENT
The 2008 Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind Golf
Tournament was another very successful and enjoyable
event for the 126 golfers that participated.  The venue for
the tournament was the prestigious and private Rideau
View Country Club in Manotick, Ontario, the only oppor-
tunity for non-members to play this course each year. 

Special thanks to the following businesses for their
tremendous support: John Kenny of RBC Dominion
Securities, RBC Foundation and Via Rail Canada (Major
Sponsors); Lee Fournier of BMO Nesbitt Burns (Silver
Sponsor); Dan Murphy Ford Sales Ltd. and The Co-oper-
ators Manotick (Hole-In-One Sponsors); and Gail Blake,
our Tournament Chair.  We were also pleased to wel-
come Saul Jacobson from 98.5 The Jewel in Ottawa as
our Master of Ceremonies.

Congratulations to Steve Callary, Jim Robinson, Rick
Laroche, and Jason McCormick, who comprised our win-
ning team.  Steve & Jim were also part of the winning
foursome in 2006.

Be sure to register early for the 2009 tournament to be
held on September 14. ◆
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USED POSTAGE STAMP PROGRAM
Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind collects used postage stamps to raise funds for our organization.  Drop off your stamps at our Training Centre in Manotick, Ontario or place
them in an envelope and mail them to us.  Please note that we are unable to pick up stamps.  These stamps are trimmed and sorted by our ‘stamp group’ volunteers, 
who meet on a weekly basis at our training centre.

BELL CANADA EMPLOYEE GIVING PROGRAM
Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind continues to have
a relationship with many current and retired employees
of Bell Canada, who volunteer within our collection
dog program.  Bell Canada operates an Employee
Giving Program, and under this volunteers can apply
for a grant to charitable organizations they volunteer
for, depending on how many hours they contribute.

This year, Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind received
a grant from Bell Canada, thanks to volunteer Dave
Gilbert of Brantford, Ontario, who not only con-
tributed countless hours of volunteer work, but also
took the initiative of applying for this grant. ◆

Dave Gilbert (left), from the Bell Canada
Community Volunteers in Brantford, Ontario 
presents a cheque to Jane Thornton, Co-Founder
and Chief Operating Officer, Canadian Guide Dogs
for the Blind.



8 spring/summer 2009

Some very special ‘2 legged friends’
took part in our annual Victoria ‘Go
For Guide Dogs’ event held at Beaver
Lake Regional Park on Sunday,
September 28, 2008.  Just back from
competing at the 2008 Beijing sum-
mer games, Canadian Olympic Diver
(and Victoria’s own) Riley McCormick
signed numerous autographs, and graciously posed for
many pictures with both human and canine fans alike!
A great athlete, and proud member of Team Canada,
Riley’s now training for the 2012 Summer Olympics in
London, England!

Leading the 5-K walk were Emera, Edee, and Ellie, our
local guide dogs in training.

We had many outstanding raffles & prizes up-for-grabs,
including an overnight stay at ‘Cougars Crag Extreme
B&B’, and a ‘whale watching trip-for-2’ courtesy of
Captain Jeff at Emerald Sea Adventures in Sidney, BC.
Everyone enjoyed Island Dog Sports’ amazing agility
and obedience demonstration, and the delicious pizza
lunch from Kili’s Pizzeria at Cook & Pandora in Victoria.

To all participants who joined in the fun and to all of our
sponsors – from the amazing staff at Island Displays
(who provided the tents, tables, chairs & generator), 
to Thrifty Foods, Victoria Airport Super 8 Motel, Kili’s,
Lou at Copy Centre Plus, and Rogers Radio stations:
98.5 The Ocean and 103.1 Jack-FM, thank you! ◆

A group shot of many of our participants.

Canadian Olympic diver 
Riley McCormick (centre) with  

CGDB Volunteers Donna Adam (left) 
and Brian Adam (right).

“GO FOR GUIDE DOGS”, VICTORIA, BC
By Brian Adam, CGDB Volunteer

Guide dogs receive extensive training which includes all
types of situations. These dogs are raised with people
who consistently expose them, as pups, to all types of
walking surfaces (gravel, pavement, grates, escalators,
wood, grass, etc.), all kinds of noises (traffic, bangs,
shouting, music, clapping, machines, etc.), all kinds of
people (kids playing, people in wheel chairs, runners,
people performing, etc.), many  different venues (restau-
rants, malls, churches, office buildings, etc.), numerous
modes of transport (cars, trains, subways, buses, air-
planes, boats, etc.), other animals (cats, dogs, cattle,
birds, etc.) and so on.

They go off to Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind and practice the skills they will need
to help the blind person with whom they are eventually matched. Guide Dog Instructors
harness them up and spend months teaching them to walk around obstacles, to stop
at the top and bottom of staircases, to ignore other people and animals, to respond to
verbal commands, arm signals, and foot positions. They learn to disobey or override a
command in a situation that would put the handler in danger. They are exposed to
more types of routes (busy downtown streets, country roads, suburban areas) and 
situations (stopping when cars back out of driveways, walking through construction

zones, ignoring food on the ground, ducking around
shopping carts, remaining calm when fire alarms are
sounded, ignoring other off leash dogs that come up 
to them). 

But there are always things that they don’t teach you or
your dog. It’s impossible to cover everything. For exam-
ple, Opal and I once encountered a woman walking a pet
rabbit on a long leash. It took a sighted observer to fill
me in on why Opal was so eager to pause and watch the
bunny. Then, there were the beaded curtains in the hall-
way of a local restaurant. It was an obstacle, albeit one
that she could see through.  There was a Halloween cos-

tume contest going on at the local supermarket that also grabbed her attention one
year. Then, there was the horse on the sidewalk, a parade which involved being pelt-
ed by silly string, and a car crash which occurred right next to us and showered us in
broken glass. You discover how to cope with some things as they come up. There might
be any number of unusual or unique situations that a handler will need to figure out
during their guide dog’s working life. Life with a guide dog is ever-changing and your
relationship with your working dog is an endless ‘work in progress’. ◆

THINGS YOU CAN’T TEACH AT GUIDE DOG SCHOOL
By Helen McFadyen, CGDB Client, Halifax, Nova Scotia



spring/summer 2009 9

Each year the Ottawa River Riders host the ‘Guide Dog Run’, a charity motorcy-
cle ride to raise funds for Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind.  Pictured here are
Bill McNally, Treasurer and Registrar of the Ottawa River Riders (left), and Bill
Noel (right), President of the Ottawa River Riders, presenting the proceeds of
the 2008 ride to Jane Thornton, C.O.O. & Co-Founder, Canadian Guide Dogs for
the Blind.  If you or anyone you know in the Ottawa area rides a motorcycle,
check our event listings and join us for the 2009 ride. ◆

CGDB UPCOMING EVENTS
Meet the Guide Dogs (Open House) Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind
Saturday, May 9, 2009 4120 Rideau Valley Dr N, Manotick, ON

Go For Guide Dogs Walk Andrew Haydon Park
Sunday, May 31, 2009 3169 Carling Avenue, Ottawa, ON

Meet the Guide Dogs (Open House) Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind
Sunday, June 20, 2009 4120 Rideau Valley Dr N, Manotick, ON

Meet the Guide Dogs (Open House) Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind
Wednesday, August 12, 2009 4120 Rideau Valley Dr N, Manotick, ON

UK Day Garden Party & Tea Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind
Sunday, August 16, 2009 4120 Rideau Valley Dr N, Manotick, ON

Charity Motorcycle Ride Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind
Sunday, September 13, 2009 4120 Rideau Valley Dr N, Manotick, ON

Paws For A Cause Pet Country Estate
Sunday, September 13, 2009 3087 20th Sideroad, Innisfil, ON

CGDB Golf Tournament Carleton Golf & Yacht Club
Monday, September 14, 2009 6627 Marina Drive, Manotick, ON

CGDB Awareness Display Sun Life Financial Centre
Friday, December 11, 2009 99 Bank Street, Ottawa, ON ◆

Brack Animal Hospital in Windsor, Ontario conducted fundraising activities for
Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind during November 2008.  They created
and sold bone shaped bookmarks, selling their “Bookbones” for $1 each.
They also sold dog treat bags, plus raffled ‘animal paintings’.  And, by this
we mean true animal paintings, works created by animals.  For example, the
clinic placed socks onto the hooves of a horse, spread out a canvas, and let
the horse create a work of art with non-toxic paints.  They did the same with
two dogs, two cats, a turtle and a chicken.  Raffle tickets were sold for each
of the paintings, which were quite popular.  Proceeds were donated to
Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind. ◆

DO YOU KNOW?
How much does a guide dog cost?
Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind’s services are provided free to our visually impaired
clients.  The client pays a nominal $1 fee to lease the guide dog and is responsible for
food and veterinary expenses after receiving the dog.

How does a visually impaired or blind person apply for a guide dog?
Contact Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind and we will go over the application procedure.  
All enquiries are dealt with in a confidential manner.  You must be at least 16 years of
age, legally blind, and a resident of Canada. ◆

BRACK ANIMAL
HOSPITAL IN WINDSOR,
ONTARIO CONDUCTS
FUNDRAISING 
FOR CGDB



10 spring/summer 2009

Turning thirteen is a milestone for any child, but for
Marcus Gottlieb, it was something he thought about for
over a year.  Still eleven years old in 2007, Marcus
began thinking about doing something significant that
would mark his thirteenth birthday in December 2008.
He wanted to come up with an idea that would chal-
lenge him and support a worthy cause.  He researched a
number of charities before deciding upon Canadian Guide
Dogs for the Blind.  Marcus then decided on what his
campaign would be.  Marcus has been traveling from the
Toronto area to the Boundless Adventures Camp in
Palmer Rapids, Ontario since he was a baby.  His parents
run the camp, located about 300-kilometres from their
hometown of Beaverton, near Newmarket, Ontario.
Marcus decided that he would spend Thanksgiving week-
end of 2008 riding his bicycle for this entire journey of
just over 300-kilometres, and in doing so would raise
money for Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind.

Marcus named his expedition “Bikemitzvah” to symbol-
ize his coming of age as well as his cycling journey.
“I’m doing this because, as I grow older, I believe in
overcoming inner obstacles and seeing a hard thing
through to the end,” he says. “I also think it’s important
to give back to the community.  I love dogs, and I use
my eyes for so many things, I can’t imagine what it
would be like to be blind.”  After visiting Canadian 
Guide Dogs for the Blind, he was confident that he’d 
chosen the right charity. 

On Friday, October 10, 2008, Marcus mounted his 
bicycle and began his journey.  Over the next three days,
he made his way along secondary highways from
Beaverton to Palmer Rapids and completed the ride on
Sunday morning, arriving at the Boundless Adventure
Camp just after 1pm. In doing so, Marcus inspired many to donate to Canadian

Guide Dogs for the Blind in his honour. ◆

BIKEMITZVAH

Christmas
Parades

Each year, Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind
participates in Christmas parades that are close
to our National Training Centre.  This year, we
were pleased to take part in the Barrhaven
Santa Claus Parade, the Manotick Santa Claus
Parade, and after several years absence we
marked our return to the Help Santa Toy Parade.
Thanks to the volunteers that joined us at each
parade, including “Gordon the Guide Dog”. ◆

Jane Thornton, Co-Founder and C.O.O., Canadian
Guide Dogs for the Blind (left), presents an award
from the organization to Marcus Gottlieb.

LCBO STORES TO SUPPORT
CANADIAN GUIDE DOGS FOR
THE BLIND
Starting August 1, 2009, the public can make donations to Canadian Guide Dogs 
for the Blind at all 600 LCBO stores throughout Ontario.  Donation boxes for Canadian Guide Dogs
for the Blind will be displayed at LCBO checkout counters until August 31, 2009.  Look for our 
display boxes with this card to make a donation. ◆



spring/summer 2009 11

Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind’s “Guider Project’ continues to be a successful fundraising program.  Our plastic
collection dogs are located in nearly 600 community minded businesses across Canada.

BUSINESSES – WE NEED YOUR HELP
We are seeking stores & businesses that would display a collection dog for our organization.  We provide you with
an annual Certificate of Appreciation informing you of how much your collection dog has raised.  This program is 
managed by volunteers, so you do nothing but display the unit.  We do the rest.

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED
Existing volunteers or potential new volunteers can work with us in trying to find new locations to place collection
dogs in your community.  We also require volunteers to empty funds regularly.  This program is open to volunteers
anywhere in Canada.  Our most urgent requirement currently is in the following areas:

Alberta – Drayton Valley, St. Albert
British Columbia – 100 Mile House, Abbotsford, Burnaby, Delta, Kamloops, Langley, Mission, Parksville, Surrey,

Vancouver, Victoria
New Brunswick – St. George
Ontario – Barrie, Belleville, Dryden, Toronto, Trenton
Saskatchewan – Regina ◆

THE GUIDER PROJECT

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
ATTEND OUR ACTIVITIES & EVENTS  Throughout
the year, Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind hosts
various activities & events that you can attend.
Play in our annual Golf Tournament, attend our
Garden Party & Tea, or raise pledges and join us
in our Fundraising Walk.  Our events are listed on
our website www.guidedogs.ca or have a look at
our list in this newsletter.

DISPLAY A COLLECTION DOG  We are always
seeking businesses that will display our collection
dogs.  This program is active in all areas of Canada.
If your store or business is a high-traffic location,
and you have two square feet of floor space,
we’ll send you a collection dog to raise funds for
Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind. ◆

OUR VOLUNTEERS
Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind is very grateful to our volunteers, whose tireless efforts contribute to the success
of our organization.  Congratulations to the following volunteers who marked a milestone in 2008:

Five years of volunteering:

Al Ashby, Kelowna, BC • Craig Aucoin, Pictou, NS • Ann Marie Barber, Ottawa, ON • Wil Barber, Ottawa, ON • Jean
Beveridge, Kars, ON • Sheldon Beveridge, Kars, ON • Ronald Burns, Ottawa, ON • Bob Court, Calgary, AB • Daniel
Curry, Nepean, ON • Johanna Cutts, Gloucester, ON • Merrill Cutts, Gloucester, ON • Brian Dawes, Scarborough, ON •
Carol Dawes, Scarborough, ON • Jim Garrah, Gananoque, ON • Lynda Garrah, Gananoque, ON • Daniel Gervais,
Orleans, ON • Bruce Halley, Glouceter, ON • Josee Halley, Gloucester, ON • Janet Kettles, Gloucester, ON • Elizabeth
Landry, Nepean, ON • Jackie MacKinnon, Vaudreuil-Dorion, QC • Michael Malone, Campbell River, BC • Terri Maltais,
Maple Ridge, BC • Callum McIntosh, Pitt Meadows, BC • Lacey McIntosh, Pitt Meadows, BC • Ruth Mills,
Newmarket, ON • Rita Penner, Greely, ON • Brigitte Pletscher, Campbell River, BC • Betty Roberts, Kingston, ON •
Paul Roberts, London, ON • Jeffery Shave, Manotick, ON • James St. John, Nepean, ON 

Ten years of volunteering:

Jean Bird, Parksville, BC • Nicole Boudrias, L’Orignal, ON, Barbara Bracken, Manotick, ON • Les Bird, Parksville, BC,
• Jacqui Bradley, Parksville, BC • Tony Bradley, Parksville, BC • Iris Brazier, Manotick, ON • Charlie Brunger, Orleans,
ON • Dave Gartner, Saskatoon, SK • Ann Midgley, Ottawa, ON • Bruce Raby, Perth, ON • Hugh Saunderson,
Nepean, ON • Val Saunderson, Nepean, ON • Dave Stinson, Richmond, ON • Eileen Thomas, Stittsville, ON • Blair
West, Saskatoon, SK • Doug Whitehorne, Oxford Mills, ON • Kim Whitehorne, Oxford Mills, ON

Fifteen years of volunteering:

Joyce Acciaroli, Red Deer, AB • Carol Barclay, Ottawa, ON • Ivan Barclay, Ottawa, ON • Hazel Bonner, Waterloo, ON
• Bert Hunt, Moose Jaw, SK • Darlene MacGregor, Edmonton, AB • Wayne MacGregor, Edmonton, AB • Bill Rittmeier,
Gravenhurst, ON • Pearl Rittmeier, Gravenhurst, ON •Dick Waters, Red Deer, AB • Ev Waters, Red Deer, AB • Debi
Weldon, Vancouver, BC

Twenty years of volunteering:

Carol Eley, Ottawa, ON • Allan Gravelle, Nepean, ON • Barbara Gravelle, Nepean, ON • Roy Grogan, Ottawa, ON ◆
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Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind would like to thank the support of businesses
that display our “Guider” Collection Dogs, including Wal-Mart at
Dartmouth Crossing in Nova Scotia.  Pictured here are some of their staff
with Helen McFadyen (centre), and her guide dog Opal.  If you manage or own a
business and would like to display a collection dog, call us at 613-692-7777. ◆
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CGDB FOUNDERS’ PATH & GARDEN
By Ann Cronin & Dorothy Campbell, CGDB volunteers

None of this would have happened without a very dedicated group of volunteers, rang-
ing in age from forty to ninety-four.  They turn out every week from April to November
enjoying the companionship and digging in the soil together.

Thanks for everyone who has made this possible. ◆

Pictured is Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind’s 
fragrant garden 1999 (above) and present (right).

It’s especially appreciated when children contribute to our cause.  Canadian Guide
Dogs for the Blind Co-Founder and Chief Operating Officer, Jane Thornton (right),
was pleased to meet Evan.  Evan collected donations at his birthday
party, in lieu of presents, and delivered the money in a decorated box. ◆

From left to right are CGDB
gardening volunteers: 
Anne, Dorothy, Heather, Janet,
Tracey, Ann, and Georgie.  

It is ten years since the start of the fragrant garden in front of Canadian Guide Dogs
for the Blind’s National Training Centre in Manotick, Ontario.  Two volunteers envi-
sioned a very modest space with a path and a seat for the enjoyment of the school’s
clients.  The Founders’ Path & Garden was planned and eventually the garden beds
wrapped around 90-feet of this brick walkway.  With encouragement from the organ-
ization and start-up funds from the Manotick Horticultural Society, ground was broken
and beds were planted in the spring of 1999.

From the initial sparse plantings, the garden has grown and filled in to include a wide
variety of fragrant shrubs, perennials, crab apple trees and hundreds of fragrant narcissi
as well as fragrant annuals and herbs.  The outside of the garden is dotted with mis-
canthus grasses growing up to 6-feet or more in height and providing winter interest.

Two arbours, five benches, a clematis trellis, a fountain and a water system have been
added over the years.  The result has been a season-long carpet of colour and quiet
secluded place to sit and enjoy the peace and perfume.  
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GUIDE DOG FOUNDERS’
PATH & GARDEN
“This is such a unique idea”, is something we’ve heard quite a bit, referring to the
Guide Dog Founders’ Path & Garden.  You can purchase a brick along the path at our
National Training Centre in Manotick, Ontario.  Then, choose the engraving of your
choice on the brick to commemorate a special pet or person in your life.  Order forms
are available on our website at www.guidedogs.ca or call 613-692-7777 to place an
order.  Bricks are $65, taxes included.

BALENA PARK PATIO, OTTAWA

You can purchase a similar brick to be installed on the patio at Balena Park in Ottawa’s
Alta Vista area.  For more information on this project you may contact the Riverview
Park Community Association at 613-523-4339. These bricks are also $65.  For an order
form for Balena Park email letterit@rogers.com.  ◆

Our people...

DONNA BOULET – Donna was a past puppy walker for Canadian Guide Dogs 
for the Blind.  She passed away on January 18, 2009.  We extend deepest 
sympathy to Gerald and family.

SHEILA DEANE – Sheila died peacefully after a courageous battle with cancer on
December 3, 2008.  Sheila was a long-time volunteer for Canadian Guide Dogs for
the Blind.  She was instrumental in our “Stamp Group”, a group of wonderful 
volunteers that trim and sort used postage stamps as a fundraising program.  
Sheila will be greatly missed.

RON FARRIS – Ron, in his 64th year, was a long-time volunteer.  Always willing 
to help however he could, Ron assisted with fundraising displays and boarded 
and puppy walked many dogs.  Ron was a true gentleman who touched everyone
he dealt with at Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind, including clients, other 
volunteers and staff members.  We will miss him very much.

Our dogs...

ASHTON – Ashton (born Sept. 7, 1996) came to us in 1998.  Thank you for 
giving us the opportunity of having Ashton in our lives.  No dog could have 
been more loving or more loved.  Arlene Stacey & Jim Ritchie

DONNA LEE – Donna Lee, golden retriever, brood bitch, 1997 - 2008, one in a 
million and mother of 29 wonderful puppies.  Sadly missed, fondly remembered
by her family and friends.  We are sincerely grateful to Canadian Guide Dogs for
the Blind for the opportunity given to us to volunteer for such a rewarding and 
satisfying cause.  Sincerely, Bill, Anne & Jess Davidson

KIANA – Kiana retired when her guide dog user, Bill Herbin, died in 2000.  
She then became the much beloved pet of Bill’s daughter Melanie, his sister Helen,
and Helen’s daughter Sue.  She lived the last few years in Nova Scotia and 
passed away after a short illness.  She will always be remembered with love.  
The Herbin Family

LUKE – Luke was a former stud dog who passed away just short of his 
14th birthday.  He had been a part of our family for the last 13 years and was 
much loved and is now misssed by all.  The Koziol Family

PINGO – Pingo, yellow lab, Guide Dog #508, passed away February 6, 2009.
Pingo will be sadly missed by all who knew her.  Anna Vimini ◆

We’ll never forget
Obituaries and Guide Dog Memorial Tributes can be submitted to Canadian Guide
Dogs for the Blind, Side by Side Editor, PO Box 280, Manotick, Ontario, K4M 1A3
or email cgdb@sympatico.ca.  Please limit to 25 words or fewer.
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CHRISTMAS CARDS
The inscription reads:

Season’s Greetings
Meilleurs voeux

Cost is $9.50* taxes included 
for a package of 10 cards 
with envelopes. 

Available July 1, 2009. 

Order form included inside.

OUR
NEW

CARD!!!
OUR
NEW

CARD!!!

*non-Ontario residents pay $8.83 GST included


