






Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind would like to thank the support of businesses
that display our “Guider” Collection Dogs, including Wal-Mart at
Dartmouth Crossing in Nova Scotia.  Pictured here are some of their staff
with Helen McFadyen (centre), and her guide dog Opal.  If you manage or own a
business and would like to display a collection dog, call us at 613-692-7777. ◆
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CGDB FOUNDERS’ PATH & GARDEN
By Ann Cronin & Dorothy Campbell, CGDB volunteers

None of this would have happened without a very dedicated group of volunteers, rang-
ing in age from forty to ninety-four.  They turn out every week from April to November
enjoying the companionship and digging in the soil together.

Thanks for everyone who has made this possible. ◆

Pictured is Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind’s 
fragrant garden 1999 (above) and present (right).

It’s especially appreciated when children contribute to our cause.  Canadian Guide
Dogs for the Blind Co-Founder and Chief Operating Officer, Jane Thornton (right),
was pleased to meet Evan.  Evan collected donations at his birthday
party, in lieu of presents, and delivered the money in a decorated box. ◆

From left to right are CGDB
gardening volunteers: 
Anne, Dorothy, Heather, Janet,
Tracey, Ann, and Georgie.  

It is ten years since the start of the fragrant garden in front of Canadian Guide Dogs
for the Blind’s National Training Centre in Manotick, Ontario.  Two volunteers envi-
sioned a very modest space with a path and a seat for the enjoyment of the school’s
clients.  The Founders’ Path & Garden was planned and eventually the garden beds
wrapped around 90-feet of this brick walkway.  With encouragement from the organ-
ization and start-up funds from the Manotick Horticultural Society, ground was broken
and beds were planted in the spring of 1999.

From the initial sparse plantings, the garden has grown and filled in to include a wide
variety of fragrant shrubs, perennials, crab apple trees and hundreds of fragrant narcissi
as well as fragrant annuals and herbs.  The outside of the garden is dotted with mis-
canthus grasses growing up to 6-feet or more in height and providing winter interest.

Two arbours, five benches, a clematis trellis, a fountain and a water system have been
added over the years.  The result has been a season-long carpet of colour and quiet
secluded place to sit and enjoy the peace and perfume.  
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GUIDE DOG FOUNDERS’
PATH & GARDEN
“This is such a unique idea”, is something we’ve heard quite a bit, referring to the
Guide Dog Founders’ Path & Garden.  You can purchase a brick along the path at our
National Training Centre in Manotick, Ontario.  Then, choose the engraving of your
choice on the brick to commemorate a special pet or person in your life.  Order forms
are available on our website at www.guidedogs.ca or call 613-692-7777 to place an
order.  Bricks are $65, taxes included.

BALENA PARK PATIO, OTTAWA

You can purchase a similar brick to be installed on the patio at Balena Park in Ottawa’s
Alta Vista area.  For more information on this project you may contact the Riverview
Park Community Association at 613-523-4339. These bricks are also $65.  For an order
form for Balena Park email letterit@rogers.com.  ◆

Our people...

DONNA BOULET – Donna was a past puppy walker for Canadian Guide Dogs 
for the Blind.  She passed away on January 18, 2009.  We extend deepest 
sympathy to Gerald and family.

SHEILA DEANE – Sheila died peacefully after a courageous battle with cancer on
December 3, 2008.  Sheila was a long-time volunteer for Canadian Guide Dogs for
the Blind.  She was instrumental in our “Stamp Group”, a group of wonderful 
volunteers that trim and sort used postage stamps as a fundraising program.  
Sheila will be greatly missed.

RON FARRIS – Ron, in his 64th year, was a long-time volunteer.  Always willing 
to help however he could, Ron assisted with fundraising displays and boarded 
and puppy walked many dogs.  Ron was a true gentleman who touched everyone
he dealt with at Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind, including clients, other 
volunteers and staff members.  We will miss him very much.

Our dogs...

ASHTON – Ashton (born Sept. 7, 1996) came to us in 1998.  Thank you for 
giving us the opportunity of having Ashton in our lives.  No dog could have 
been more loving or more loved.  Arlene Stacey & Jim Ritchie

DONNA LEE – Donna Lee, golden retriever, brood bitch, 1997 - 2008, one in a 
million and mother of 29 wonderful puppies.  Sadly missed, fondly remembered
by her family and friends.  We are sincerely grateful to Canadian Guide Dogs for
the Blind for the opportunity given to us to volunteer for such a rewarding and 
satisfying cause.  Sincerely, Bill, Anne & Jess Davidson

KIANA – Kiana retired when her guide dog user, Bill Herbin, died in 2000.  
She then became the much beloved pet of Bill’s daughter Melanie, his sister Helen,
and Helen’s daughter Sue.  She lived the last few years in Nova Scotia and 
passed away after a short illness.  She will always be remembered with love.  
The Herbin Family

LUKE – Luke was a former stud dog who passed away just short of his 
14th birthday.  He had been a part of our family for the last 13 years and was 
much loved and is now misssed by all.  The Koziol Family

PINGO – Pingo, yellow lab, Guide Dog #508, passed away February 6, 2009.
Pingo will be sadly missed by all who knew her.  Anna Vimini ◆

We’ll never forget
Obituaries and Guide Dog Memorial Tributes can be submitted to Canadian Guide
Dogs for the Blind, Side by Side Editor, PO Box 280, Manotick, Ontario, K4M 1A3
or email cgdb@sympatico.ca.  Please limit to 25 words or fewer.
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CHRISTMAS CARDS
The inscription reads:

Season’s Greetings
Meilleurs voeux

Cost is $9.50* taxes included 
for a package of 10 cards 
with envelopes. 

Available July 1, 2009. 

Order form included inside.

OUR
NEW

CARD!!!
OUR
NEW

CARD!!!

*non-Ontario residents pay $8.83 GST included


